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detention, and he threatened the company with the dis-
pleasure of his department. A consequential youth who
had just heard of the death of his elder brother was flying
home to take his inheritance. A great lady had secured, as
she had hoped, a brilliant match for her daughter; her work
over, she had been at the baths to recover from the dissipa-
tion of the season; difficulty had risen unlooked for, and
unless she was at hand to remove it, the worst consequences
might be feared. A banker declared that the credit of a
leading commercial house might fail unless he could be at
home on the day fixed for his return: he alone could save it.
A solicitor had the evidence in his portmanteau which
would determine the succession to the lands and title of an
ancient family. An elderly gentleman was in despair about
his young wife, whom he had left at home; he had made
a will by which she was to lose his fortune if she married
again after his death, but the will was lying in his desk
unsigned. The archbishop was on his way to a synod where
the great question was to be discussed whether gas might
be used at the altar instead of candles. The altar candles
were blessed before they were used, and the doubt was
whether gas could be blessed. The right reverend prelate
conceived that if the gas tubes were made in the shape of
candles the difficulty could be got over, but he feared that
without his moderating influence the majority might come
to a rash decision. All these persons were clamouring over
their various anxieties with the most naive frankness, the
truth coming freely out whatever it might be. One dis-
tinguished-looking lady in deep mourning, with a sad gentle
face, alone was resigned and hopeful It seemed that her
husband had been stopped not long before at the same
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